
 W E L C O M E !  

Sunday Worship Service—9:30am 

Rev. John Scott Kroener, Pastor  

Christine Callender- Social Media Director and Clerk of Session,  

Dawn Patrick -  Administrative Assistant and Christian Education Director,    

Heidi Smith– Musician,    Ken Maurer– Custodian,  

Lynn Hauk- Treasurer    Floyd Roebuck- Youth Director 

12517 Morseville Rd. Birch Run, MI 48415

Email: taymouthchurch@msn.com 

Connect on Facebook: 

Please call the church with any concerns or prayers.  
The office hours are Tuesday, Thursday,  
and Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   

We are here for you!  (Holidays hours do vary). 

First Presbyterian Church of Taymouth 

Taymouth Tidings 

To activate the church’s 

 prayer circle please call  

Cindy Rabe  

(989) 624-9274.  
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S EPTEMBER  

 

M ISSIONS  

   Thanks to all who have supported the 2 Coins-a-Meal effort from Memorial Day to Labor Day. It is a simple 
way to help reduce hunger in the world by starting right here. As Taymouth Church chose to become a Matthew 
25 this is our challenge. Matthew 25:35 states, “for I was hungry, and you gave me food”. The lack of food can 
come from no food available in the area or no way to get to the food available. This is the focus of the Presbytery 
Mission Committee (MCC). Are there ways we can connect those in need with the food available? Give someone 
a ride, prepare a meal and share with a family or a single person, buy someone a bag of groceries, etc. 
    On Saturday, September 30th the MCC & Presbytery will be hosting an event to discuss hunger and how we 
can help. Dr. Phil Knight of the Eastern Michigan Food Bank will be the keynote speaker, with two other panelists 
joining him to answer three questions the open for questions and answers. A Simple Meal for lunch, a Mission 
Fair displaying what other churches are doing and then small groups discussions. If you would like to go let the 
office know or Janette (989) 751-2371. 
    Thanks to all who supported Youth Haven with the loose offering during August. 
    We were overwhelmed by the number of medicine bottles received, now we are anxious to fill them with Band-
Aids, alcohol wipes and other items to be given to the homeless by the Under The Rainbow Thrift Store—An item 
normally recycled is being put to good use. 
    Did you find that SPECIAL recipe that will win the Rice Krispy War on September 10. While you are looking, 
find the winning chocolate recipe for October 15th. And we are looking forward to your donations and/or table 
rent for the Mission Bazaar on November 4th continued the 5th with special donated items for the live auction as 
well as the silent auction items. Remember the Mission Committee must earn their spending dollars as it is not 
something included in the budget. It is by your support and generosity which allows us to support chosen pro-
grams each year. Thank You!!                                Blessings to All,  Janette Gonzales, Missions Chair 

WORKSHOPS FOR HOLIDAY BAZAAR: 10:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M.  SEP. 5, 12, 18, & 26 



 

 

   I read a devotion several weeks prior to summer’s 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). It became my personal 
VBS devotion. The devotion, written by Edward Hays 
(Pray All Ways, pp. 61-71, 1981), is the chapter titled, 
“Play as Prayer.” He reflects upon people's need to 
“loosen up” and enjoy life. He invites his readers to be 
“Fools for Christ.” The term, Fools for Christ, is a way 
of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through play.  
   Now, everyone has a different take on the word 
“play." Some folks only see the word as children play-
ing with their toys, or with other children. Others may 
view the word play as the deep joy one receives while 
participating in a hobby, or in an adventure. Collecting 
antique cars, trucks, tractors, motorcycles, pocket 
knives, glass, pottery, and textiles can bring joy. Craft-
ing and making things out of wood, metal, and leather 
allows fun and enjoyment. Even accomplishing daily 
living skills like sewing, cooking, baking, and gardening 
brings deep satisfaction and worth. Going on an ad-
venture or trip involving camping, fishing, hunting, bird 
watching, or observing railroad trains are very exciting 
forms of play. Play becomes a behavior in which we 
express our thoughts and feelings about recreating 
ourselves in the image of God. Recreation (re-creation) 
is play.  
   Edward Hays’ idea of play becoming prayer, and 
prayer becoming play, has resonated with me since my 
earliest days in ministry. To “do” the ministry of the 
Gospel is to play and pray simultaneously. Being Stel-
lar Fools for Christ, the Church has the responsibility of 
telling the Divine Truth about God to all humankind 
through the gift of play in its many forms so both chil-
dren and adults can experience the love, grace and 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.            
    “Thank you” First 
Presbyterian Church 
of Taymouth for allow-
ing me and others to 
loosen up ourselves 
in being Stellar Fools 
for Christ—living out 
the notion of play as 
prayer—and — prayer 
as play, during sum-
mer VBS. It was a 
stellar time!  

“Stellar Fools for Christ ”  

Shalom,   
Pastor Scott 

NEWS  FROM  THE  CLERK 'S  
DESK  

 

Christine Callender, Clerk of Session 

 Session reviewed pages 1-3 of the 
Funeral/Memorial policy. Session 
will finish review of this policy in 
September. 

 “Thank You” card received from Re-
gan Kribs. 

 October is when Presbytery will be 
reviewing Church's minutes. 

 Game nights approved for Sept. 8, 
Oct. 20, and Nov. 17, all at 7 pm. 

 Harvest Dinner is postponed until 
next year. 

 Special Congregational Meeting set 
for September 17, 2023, following 
worship service to approve recom-
mendation from Committee and ses-
sion to reduce session size. 

 Car Show Committee needs helpers 
for setup, 50/50, main table, and 
clean up. Food trucks are ready, ven-
dor tables still available. Trophies 
and other food is being secured. 

 Usher for September is Janette Gon-
zales. 

 Pulpit supply for Pastor’s vacations. 
August 13th: Kathy Maurer, Septem-
ber 3rd: Open, (possible Hymn Sing), 
October 15th: Open, November 5th: 
Rob Minard, & November 12th: Sha-
ron Peters. 

 Next meeting is September 12, 2023. 
 

**For a complete list of all items discussed 
at the Session meeting, please contact the 
church office or the Clerk. 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

On Sunday, September 17, a special 

meeting will be held following the 

Worship service,  to take action on the 

recommendation of the Special Ses-

sion Size Committee to reduce the 

number of members on Session from 

12 to 9 individuals. This calls for a 

change in the church By-Laws.  



 

Interested in  

Chime Choir? 

Contact Heidi Smith  
at 989.397.7623 

WORSHIP SERVICES LIVE STREAM TO  
FACEBOOK AT 9:30 A.M. EVERY SUNDAY  

 

For those watching from home, bulletins are 
available at taymouthchurch.com. 

 

Dinner Committee  

The Harvest Dinner is postponed for this year. If you 

have a dinner idea, please join the Dinner Committee 

at our next meeting on Tues. Sep. 12, at 6:00 p.m.!  

We are currently planning future events. We would like 

to have your input  and suggestions. Let’s make this a 

strong committee!!   

Terri Rudzitis, Dinner Committee Chair 

MEMBER  CARE  

   “BINGO” rang out at Birch Run Fields As-

sisted Living on June 25. 8 out of 14 residents 

played Bingo. The nursing assistant and 

kitchen staff also played. Their “bingo” wins 

went for the residents. What a fun day! 

Janette called bingo while 6 of us helped the 

residents play. Prizes were furnished by the 

Member Care. The first prizes picked by the 

residents were the chocolate goodies or 

something sweet! We ended the day with 

Root Beer Floats for all. We are looking for-

ward to playing Bingo again in September.  

   Thank you to Cheri Miller and her helper 

Kathy Irish for creating a new poster display 

for our church front door. Be sure to check 

out the pictures of “all the little children”! 

   We are always looking for new members for 

Member Care. All are welcome! We have fun 

while reaching out into our community. 

Holly 

BUILDING & GROUNDS  

 

 Thanks to all our phenomenal workers in 
our church who keep everything so beautiful 
and in working condition!   

 Thanks to Ken Maurer for fixing the toilet 
handle in the ladies bathroom. 

 Thanks to Rick Hauk for trimming the large 
maple tree and charging the lawnmower 
battery. 

 Thanks to the Roebucks for placing mulch 
around the flower beds. 

 Thanks to Dick Leach for spraying weeds. 
 We will need some volunteers to do handy-

man jobs at the manse before winter. Any-
one who would like to help, please see me. 

We are always looking for more help with this 
committee. If you would like to join, just see me.   
Terri Rudzitis, Building & Grounds Chair 



 

Christian Education  
   Vacation Bible School was a wonderful time cele-
brating the Light of Jesus! We had 36 children visit 
us over the four nights along with Pastors, Parents, 
Volunteers, Youth, Firebal and Sparky! Thank you 
to everyone that helped make this a success! 
    Kick-Off Sunday is on September 10th. A Noisy 
offering will be collected and the Bible Presentation 
will take place during the Worship service. Sunday 
School will officially begin with the theme “Fruit of 
the Spirit”. Please join us for a great start to a new 
year of learning! 
God Bless,  Dawn Patrick,  CE Director 



STEWARDSHIP 
Dear Church Family and Friends! 

The Finance committee meets quarterly to review and discuss the business and finances of the church. At our 
last meeting, the committee recommended providing the information to you of the plan and ideas for our cur-
rent finances. We pray first for the Lord’s guidance and direction in all we do as stewards of His church. Thank 
you all for your help and support as we navigate through all he has blessed us with.  

 
 

God bless!  Dawn Patrick, Financial Secretary 

MONTHLY GENERAL FUND 

*On-Line giving is the total funds received electronically after the fees have been collected. 

Received Needed Difference 

May           $9,323 $10,760 (-)1,437 

June         $15,068 

 (Contributions= $9,426 plus On-Line giving*= $5,645) 

$10,760 (+)4,308 

July          $15,614 

(Contributions=$15,210 plus On-Line giving*=$404) 

$13,450 (+) 2,164 



Church Membership 
 

Membership with First Presbyterian Church of 
Taymouth is for anyone who acknowledges  

Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  An invi-
tation to join with us is cordially extended to 

any person who wishes to join us in glorifying 
God and building friendships with other      

followers of Christ. 

C o m m u n i t y  R e s o u r c e s  

Personal and Household Item Assistance 
Emmaus House of Saginaw: Provides a free thrift store. Items include: 
clothing, household items, linens, towels, toys, shoes, furniture, and some 
appliances. All items were donated, and donations accepted. Open Mon. -Sat. 
9:30a.m. -3:30p.m. 733 South 14th St. Saginaw MI 48601 

Baby Supplies 
Baby Pantry: Christ Lutheran Church of Birch Run, located at 8101 Poel-
let St, is host to the local Baby Pantry. Call the church office at (989) 624-
9378 for hours of operation. 

CAN Council Great Lakes Bay Region: Provides diapers to families in 
need for Saginaw and Bay County Residents. Call (989) 752-7226 for contact 
free pick up. 1311 North Michigan Ave. Saginaw MI 48602 

Food Pantries 
Ss. Francis & Clare Catholic Church: is host to a Community Food Pan-
try. Hours are, Mon. 9:00-11:30 am, Wed.1:00-3:00 pm, or by appointment. 
(989) 624-9098 12157 Church St., Birch Run.  

Birch Run Taymouth CARE Program: is part of the Community Educa-
tion at (989) 624-6229 

Old Town Christian Outreach Center: hosts food distribution every Sat-
urday from 8:30 a.m.– 12:30 p.m. or when food runs out. 600 Gratiot Ave. 
Saginaw, MI 48602 (989)249-8696. 

Please visit fbem.org for more food pantry locations. 

 

 
 

 
 
A BIG thank you to those who have 
volunteered to be coffee hour hosts!  
 
If  you would be interest-
ed in hosting, we can 
show you! 



 First Presbyterian Church of Taymouth 

12517 Morseville Road 

Birch Run, MI 48415 


